ORDINATION OF A PRIEST


Tune:  Eisenach





Lord, for your servants, who this day,


Your priestly charge shall here receive,


And for their cure of souls we pray,


That, with your help, all shall believe. 





For those with holy calling blest,


Though yet uncertain what to do,


Shall from the Spirit know no rest


Till, Lord, they pledge their life to you.





Lord, with your Holy Spirit light  


The road of those now called to lead:


And guide their steps in paths of right, 


Your truth the map by which they read.





Inform their thoughts, Lord, when they teach


With holy words of scripture dear;


That all to whom your servants preach


May your true Gospel always hear.





Enrich with your pure love the life 


Of those who holy things address;


That they be pure and free from strife,


Who in your name absolve and bless.





Entrusted 'tis to priestly care 


To re-enact your final meal:


 Lord, as that Sacrament we share,


May they, and we, your presence feel.








©  R M Tabor 1992





