BLESSING SONG OR HYMN FOR A WEDDING

For a tune well-known to many non-churchgoers, use Ode to joy.  This can also be sung to the tune Scarlet Ribbons or Converse (What a friend we have in Jesus).
The original version in 4 line verses is available separately.
1
Lord, look kindly on this wedding!


Bless your happy servants who,


life’s long road together treading, 


love each other, loving you.

In their union delighting


may they know love’s true reward:


likeness of  that love uniting


Church of God with Christ her Lord.
2
May this sacramental sharing


of two hearts and lives and minds


lead to lifelong, faithful caring


wherein each fulfilment finds.

Father, hold them ever surer,


as their married life they start:

sad or joyful, richer, poorer,


well or ill, till death them part.
3
As a ring, its symbol lending


meaning more than words alone,


no beginning has, nor ending,

so God’s endless love is shown.

May this pair, in public vowing


Each to other love most true,


Through their lives (your grace allowing)


Love each other, loving you.
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