Parish of Oxhey St Matthew

Minutes of Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Held on 28th April 2013

Present: The Reverend David Shepherd (Chairman), Deborah Lim (Churchwarden), Pip Leese (Churchwarden) and 27 Parishioners.

1. Minutes: Pip Leese proposed and Sally Best seconded the motion that "The Minutes of the meeting held on 27th April 2012 be confirmed". They were signed by the Chairman.

2. Electoral Roll: The Electoral Roll Officer submitted the new roll, which was completely renewed this year and now totals 99 names (an increase from the total of 85 last year.)
Sally Best proposed and Pip Leese seconded the motion that "the Electoral Roll be accepted”. Carried unanimously. Thanks were expressed to Bob Best for his work as Electoral Roll Officer. Bob Best in turn thanked everyone who had helped to collect during the renewal.

3. Chairman's Remarks: See separate copy.

4. Annual Report and Accounts
Chris Gear, the Honorary Treasurer summarised the accounts a follows:
Our expenditure totalled £72,300. 
	Ministry: The parish share, the amount paid over to the Diocese for clergy stipends and for the support costs of the Ministry, rose to £37,690 (2011 £37,183). In addition £1,227 of the fees from weddings and funerals was passed on to the diocese. When the Vicar's working expenses are added this brings the ministry costs for St Matthew's to £41,400 (2011 £40,900).
	Other running costs: for the church and hall were £19,000 (2011 £20,300).
	Exceptional expenditure £8,200: spent on outside lighting and the balance of the payment for new altar frontals etc. (A balancing donation has been received for the frontals).

Our income was £57,700
	Receipts from donors £31,700
	Planned giving and income tax recovered brought in £23,500 (2011 £29,300). In 2011 there was an extra tax refund from interest on a legacy, which distorted the 2011 total.
	Collections brought in £4,100 (2011 £3,600). 
	Income from church activities £13,500
	The church hall is being well used by the local community and earned £9,100 from lettings (2011 £9,400).
	Fees for weddings and funerals brought in £2,800 (2011 £2,200).
	Investment Income: £12,400


Sally Best proposed and Debbie Lim seconded the motion that "The Annual Report and Accounts be accepted." Carried unanimously.


5. Watford Deanery Synod: The Deanery Synod Report is available separately. Margaret Tabor proposed and John Powell seconded the motion that the Watford Deanery Synod Report be accepted. The motion was carried unanimously. 


6. Fabric, Goods and Ornaments:
Debbie Lim reported that the fabric and fittings are sound and serviceable. There have been no additions to, or deletions from, the Terrier and Inventory during the last year.
Over the year the new altar frontals have been much admired.
The Churchwardens would like to thank everyone who has helped to maintain the church and grounds over the past year.
Richard Leese proposed and Sally Best seconded the motion that "The Fabric, Goods and Ornaments Report be accepted." Carried unanimously.

7. Election of Parochial Church Councillors:
The following members continued on the PCC: Wendy Donovan, Chris Gear, Marilyn Gerry, Cath Mela, Colin Richards and Margaret Tabor.
Penny Kay and Richard Leese had both reached the end of their term and were thanked for their service.
The following people joined the PCC, elected unopposed for a three year term: Dr Alexandra Paul, Mr Simon Edwards and Mrs Daphne Boskey.
The Churchwardens, the Diocesan Lay Minister and Diocesan and Deanery Synod representatives are ex-officio members of the PCC.

8. Appointment of Sidesmen:
The following indicated their willingness to stand and were appointed for one year: Raymond Boskey, Daphne Boskey, Hugh Davidse, Simon Edwards, John Gerry, Marilyn Gerry, Alexandra Paul, Margaret Tabor, April Tapscot and Marian Wheeler. The meeting gave a vote of thanks to Pat Parks, Gwen Rowbottom and Wyn Sturges who were standing down after many years.

9. Appointment of Independent Examiner:
Roger Tabor proposed and Sally Best seconded the motion that "Leo Wright be appointed Independent Examiner for the year to December 2013." Carried unanimously. The treasurer was asked to pass on thanks to Mr Wright for his work during the year.

10. Reports from Church Organisations:
In addition to the reports contained in the Annual Report and Financial Accounts, Pip Leese proposed a vote of thanks to Sally Best, Penny Kay and all the other helpers at Young Matters especially on the first Sunday of the month. Roger Tabor proposed and Marilyn Gerry seconded the motion that the reports be accepted. Carried unanimously. 

11. Matters of Interest:
Sally Best asked for more help at Messy Church when it is held at St Matthew’s.
Roger Tabor was concerned that there was a shortfall of about £26,000 of income (from donations and church activities) against our total expenditure. This shortfall was only covered by investment income and unrealised capital gains and is not sustainable in the long term.

The meeting closed with The Grace.

  

