Parish of Oxhey St Matthew

Minutes of Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Held on 29th April 2012

Present: The Reverend David Shepherd (Chairman), Marilyn Gerry (Churchwarden), Pip Leese (Churchwarden) and 24 Parishioners.

1. Minutes:Marilyn Gerry proposed and Pip Leese seconded the motion that "The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2011 be confirmed". They were signed by the Chairman.

2. Electoral Roll: The Electoral Roll Officer submitted the new roll, now totalling 86 names. During the year, 3 new members had joined the roll. Sadly, 2 members had passed away. 
Sally Best proposed and Irene Whiteman seconded the motion that "the Electoral Roll be accepted”. Carried unanimously. Thanks were expressed to Bob Best for his work as Electoral Roll Officer.

3. Chairman's observations: See separate copy.

4. Annual Report and Accounts
Chris Gear, the Honorary Treasurer summarised the accounts a follows:
Our expenditure totalled £63,900. 
	Ministry: The parish share, the amount paid over to the Diocese for clergy stipends and for the support costs of the Ministry, rose to £37,183 (2010 £36,623). In addition £871 of the fees from weddings and funerals was passed on to the diocese. When the Vicar's working expenses are added this brings the ministry costs for St Matthew's to £40,900 (2010 £40,200).
	Our charitable giving for the year was £2,700 of which £1,137 came from special collections or fundraising.
	The other running costs of the church and church hall came to £20,300 (2070 £17,100). This figure includes repairs and maintenance (£2000) and provision of new altar linen and the new aumbry lamp (£1900)

Our income was £59,700 plus a legacy of £81,500
	Receipts from donors   £33,700
	Planned giving and income tax recovered brought in £29,300 (2010 £27,400). 
	Collections brought in £3,600 (2010 £3,700). We had donations totalling £800,
	Income from church activities £14,400
	The church hall is being well used by the local community and earned £9,400 from lettings (2070 £10,000).
	Fees for weddings and funerals brought in £2,200 (2010 £2,200).
	The sales table and Childrens' Society boxes raised £500 towards our charitable giving total.
	Other income from various sources amounted to £2,300. This includes the £737 raised by many members of the congregation towards the cost of new curtains installed in the church in 2010.
	Investment income £11,600
	Interest on our funds in deposit accounts earned £298 (in respect of the general fund) and £37 (in respect of the organ fund).
	Our investment fund (see note 6 to the accounts) earned £11,300 in dividends and interest (2010 £10,800). This is automatically re-invested in the fund. During the year it was necessary to withdraw £15,000 from the investment fund and transfer it into the general fund to meet expenses.
	The £81,500 Legacy was left to the church by Jean Fraser. No restrictions were put on the money, so it remains in the general fund. The PCC is considering how best to use the money meanwhile most of the money is in our short term deposit account but some has already been used to meet our 2011 expenses.

Roger Tabor proposed and Irene Whiteman seconded the motion that "The Annual Report and Accounts be accepted." Carried unanimously.


5. Watford Deanery Synod: The Deanery Synod Report is available separately. Sally Best proposed and Margaret Tabor seconded the motion that the Watford Deanery Synod Report be accepted. The motion was carried unanimously. 

6. Fabric, Goods and Ornaments:
Pip Leese reported that the fabric, goods and ornaments of the church are in serviceable condition. A satisfactory electrical inspection report has been received. The new aumbry lamp, altar frontals, veils, burses, lectern falls and Laudian cloth have been added to the Terrier and Inventory. The new fair linen is to be added. The re-sited old aumbry lamp will be recorded when it has been installed.
Sally Best proposed and Roger Tabor seconded the motion that "The Fabric, Goods and Ornaments Report be accepted." Carried unanimously.

7. Election of Parochial Church Councillors:
The following having  been nominated and seconded were duly elected to serve for one year: Wendy Donovan, Chris Gear, Marilyn Gerry, Penny Kay, Cath Mela, Richard Leese, Colin Richards and Margaret Tabor.
  The Churchwardens, the Diocesan Lay Minister and Diocesan and Deanery Synod representatives are ex-officio members of the PCC. The PCC has reserved the right to co-opt up to 2 members. 


8. Appointment of Sidesmen:
The following indicated their willingness to stand and were appointed for one year: Bob Best, Raymond Boskey, Hugh Davidse, Simon Edwards, John Gerry, Marilyn Gerry, Pat Parks, Bill Reed, Gwen Rowbottom, Wyn Sturges, Margaret Tabor, and Marian Wheeler. The meeting gave a vote of thanks to Jill Greenstreet and Judith Carter who were standing down after many years.

9. Appointment of Independent Examiner:
Roger Tabor proposed and Margaret Tabor seconded the motion that "Leo Wright be appointed Independent Examiner for the year to December 2012." Carried unanimously. The treasurer was asked to pass on thanks to Mr Wright for his work during the year.

10. Reports from Church Organisations:
In addition to the reports contained in the Annual Report and Financial Accounts, Margaret Tabor reported that the Toddlers Club Was well attended. The was now a five minute service once a term in church and the annual Easter Egg Hunt was held in the church. The meeting thanked the organist, choir and helpers at Young Matters for their work during the year. Bob Best proposed and Pip Leese seconded the motion that the reports be accepted. Carried unanimously. 
.

11. Matters of Interest:
John Gerry asked when the worn old service books were going to be replaced. Fr David showed the meeting what he hope to be the final draft and Colin Richards said he hoped to send the document to the printers during the next week.
For the diary:
The next PCC meeting will be on Tuesday 8th May, preceded by Holy Communion at 7.30pm.
The PCC will be commissioned during the 9.30am service on Sunday 13th May.

The meeting closed with The Grace.

  

