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CHAPTER I


THE LAND

In the year 1879 A.D. the new district of Oxhey was carved out of three older local government areas, Watford, Northwood and Bushey, the latter relinquishing by far the greatest amount of land.

Man, however, had been in possession of the terrain before the dawn of written history for in 1930 Dr. Norman Davey, director of the Building Research Station at Garston, discovered between Eastbury Road and Woodwaye (N.G.R. T.Q. 1 1259510) Mesolithic and Neolithic flint implements together with Bronze Age artefacts and a hearth. Other Iron Age ,pottery was found in Eastbury Road (N.G.R.c T.Q. 115952). Mesolithic remains have been discovered in the area to the east of Hamper Mill, in the flood plain and in the same area from a period much later in man's history, Belgic pottery from the first century A.D. and Roman pottery and traces of building of second century A.D. date (N.G.R.T.Q. 097941 - TQ 096941).

From the standpoint of the present district of Oxhey, however, it is better to begin tracing the history of the land from the time when it was in the south-east corner of the kingdom of Mercia, then the most important of the Heptarchy, ruled by its most famous king Offa II (757-796), traditional founder of the Benedictine Abbey of St. Albans. To this Abbey, he gave the district of Oxengehaege, it was rumoured as an expiation for a murder for which he felt responsible. This does not imply that there was ever a monastery on the land but that it was owned by the Benedictines as a grange on which the monks, particularly the lay brothers, worked to provide food, fodder and firing for the Mother church. For a time the land was seized "by wicked men" but in 1007 Ethelred the Unready restored the property to the Abbot Leofric. These monks, it is believed, built the first bridge over the Colne in what is now known as the Lower High Street, in order to facilitate the transport of produce to St. Albans. It must be remembered that the slope to the river valley was much steeper then than now, indeed up to much more recent times the gradient of the road to London was 1 : 6. In later Mediaeval times, the land was farmed out among tenants, who acknowledged the Abbot as their overlord. In a Cartulary of about 1390, relating to St. Albans' property, now in the hands of Chatsworth trustees, Oxhey is mentioned. At the Dissolution this district passed into the possession of the king and was eventually bought in 1604 by Sir James Altham. In the nineteenth century, the estate was split up among various purchasers, one of whom, Jonathan King, a builder, after whom King Street, Watford is named, gave over an acre of land for a site for a church and vicarage in the newly created local government area of Oxhey. 

CHAPTER II


THE CHURCH

For twelve years previously there had been suggestions that there was a need for a place of worship in the rapidly growing district of New Bushey. The railway had stimulated the expansion of Bushey to the north facilitating easier access to the station opened in 1841. At first, a site at the corner of Aldenham Road and Chalk Hill was contemplated but the Rev'd Newton Price, then Chaplain of Oxhey Chapel, with a foresight that was almost visionary, urged that the western side of the railway should be considered, saying that it was on the hitherto unbuilt land that the district would develop. The Ecclesiastical Commission of March 25th, 1879 agreed that a sum of £50 a year was to be paid in aid of an endowment on behalf of a church to be set up under the constitution of the new Parishes Act - the Peel Acts. These Acts passed in 1843 authorized the establishment of new Church of England parishes under certain conditions - the population of the new parish had to be at least 4,000 and half the sittings in the church had to be free. The decision to constitute the parish of Oxhey was opposed by the Vicar of Watford, the Rev'd Richard Lee James, once Chaplain of Oxhey Chapel, who felt that a place of worship was not needed in the district and if it were to be built then it should be an offshoot of St. Mary's, Watford. Because Oxhey Par;sh was constituted under the Peel Acts (the only one in the neighbourhood) the proposed Vicar, The Rev'd. Newton Price refused to countenance this and declared that New Bushey/Oxhey must be separate from Watford. This meant that the incumbent was entitled to the fees and emoluments, a fact established in June 1894 when Counsel's Opinion confirmed this.

The designs for the church were prepared by Messrs. Coe & Robinson. £2,625. 2s. 6d. was to provide an endowment of £100, £50 annually was promised by the Rector of Bushey and Exeter College, Oxford, which with the grant from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners made a total endowment yearly of £200. This is recorded in the London Gazette of December 23rd, 1879. On the 23rd January, 1880, in the same publication, it is stated that "the Queen's most excellent Majesty in Council" agreed to the parish of Oxhey being established and there follows details of the endowments and boundaries with reference to the Oxhey District boundary stones erected in 1879.

Those who worship at St. Matthew's owe a debt of gratitude to the men who gave so generously to finance the building of the church. Foremost is David Carnegie of Eastbury, owner of the estate on which the combined Naval and Air Force Headquarters (formerly Coastal Command) now stands, who headed the list with a gift of £2,500 - a vast amount in 1880. Described as being very like Gladstone in appearance he, as High Sheriff of the County, attended the installation of the Bishop in 1877. He died on February l5th, 1890, leaving £500 to the church to which he had already given so munificently. £ 1,000 each came from Thomas Blackwell of Oxhey Place and Robert Carew of Carpenders Park. Mr. Eley of Oxhey Grange, who died two years later, contributed £500, while the Right Honourable W.H. Smith, M.P., who until 1877 had been owner of Oxhey Place, sent £250. Other donors were Lord Ebury of Rickmansworth £110; M.A. & F.J. Sedgwick; the Earl of Essex, then dwelling at Cassiobury; the Rev'd. H.F. Burchell Hearne of Bushey; J. Watlington of Harlow and Joseph Sladen all of whom gave £100 each, which was worth a considerable amount in the days when the average manual labourer earned about £1 a week.

The bells, cast early in 1887 by Warner & Sons of London, were dedicated on June l8th of that year to celebrate Victoria's Jubilee. They had been the cause of much controversy, the Vicar maintaining that a parish hall was much more necessary because a church could not function without a proper meeting place, but he was outvoted by his parishioners. Of the eight bells, the treble, 241/2" in diameter, weighing 3 cwt. 3 qrts. and 12 lbs., inscribed "Glory to God in the Highest" was given by Robert Carew, whose wife presented No. 2, half an inch wider, weighing 12 more pounds, inscribed "On Earth, Peace". Thomas and S. J. Blackwell gave Nos. 3 and 4 (both weighing over 4 cwts.) and inscribed "Good will towards men" and "We praise Thee". Mrs. Eley gave the 5th bell, of a similar weight, inscribed "We bless Thee" and Mrs. Tooke donated No. 6, weighing over 5 cwts, in memory of her son, W.A. Tooke, who had died in 1884, and inscribed "We worship Thee". No. 7 weighing 6 cwt. 2 qrts. and 25 lbs., inscribed "We glorify Thee" was paid for by public subscription and the tenor bell, weighing 8 cwts. 1 qrt. and 15 Ibs., inscribed "We give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory" was donated by David Carnegie. The service bell, which is rung from the church porch, came from Oxhey Chapel and was cast in 1612.

The Rev'd Wilfred Lewis, second Vicar of St. Matthew's, listed, in October 1908, the gifts to the church and their donors but unfortunately not the dates of their presentation. In some cases plates are inscribed which give confirmation; in other, information gathered from one source contradicts that from another. Mrs. Eley of Oxhey Grange gave among other benefactions the pulpit, the oak that was used for replacing the chancel ceiling and financial help towards improvements to the east end of the aisles. The pulpit, erected December l7th, 1885, was first used on Sunday, January lOth, 1886; a Bavarian product from the workshop of Mayer of Munich. In her memory her family gave the chancel screen, now moved to the west end of the church.

William Arthur Tooke, a landowner on the Hertfordshire/Middlesex border, died on April 22nd, 1884; his wife, described as "early widowed", gave in September 1887 a window in his memory and in 1891 an oak reredos painted in Italianate style, designed by J.E.K. Catts, to replace the hangings at the main altar "a thanks offering of Mary Agnes Tooke". This offering she never lived to see for the month after it was placed in position she died and was buried in Northwood Holy Trinity Churchyard. For some years it stood at the east end of the sanctuary, where it could not be seen to its full advantage owing to insufficient light and because it was too small for so wide an apse. It was moved, with the original wooden altar, to the north aisle in 1939.

In May 1914 the present lectern, in memory of Walter Reginald Blackwell, donor of the hall in Pinner Road (now Table Hall), who died in 191 2, replaced the one given by his father Thomas Blackwell.

Beside those already mentioned Mrs. Carew is stated to have contributed the Alms Dish, Communion Plate and Font Ewer, the organist, Mr. Gittens, an Oak Cross, a Hymn Board and two Shields with the Arms of the Diocese, Mrs. Lade the Altar Vessels, Mr. Healey and Mr. Tooke the Sanctuary Chairs, G.H. Thomas the Font, Mrs. Savill an Altar Desk. Candlesticks had been given in memory of Mrs. Finley and an Altar Service Book in memory of James Adams Clarke. In November 1910 carved oak clergy stalls were erected in memory of Robert Russell Carew and Jessie King Carew of Carpenders Park.

By far the most precious object historically is the framed copy of the 1007 Charter of Ethelred the Unready confirming the presentation to the Benedictine Monastery of land "which is commonly called Oxengehaege". This contains the name of the only saint connected with the district - Alphege. This copy is of particular value to the historian because it contains comments in Newton Price's handwriting. In the Parish Magazine of November 1892 there is a reference by Professor Skeat of Cambridge to the finding of the Charter. In January 1896 again the Charter is mentioned, but in view of more recent research, not entirely accurately. In June 1896 the Charter was translated from Anglo-Saxon into modern English and in the next month, the names appended as signatories were identified. 
 A contemporary copy of the original is in the Bodleian Library. Three copies were made, one becoming the property of the Vicar of Oxhey, who gave it to Mr. Vale, a devoted worker for the church who, in 1929, presented it to St. Matthew's, where it now hangs near the font.

With some exceptions, the windows in the north and south aisles have a bearing on the miracles and parables recorded in St. Matthew's Gospel. At a period when English glassmaking was not at its zenith; they lack the vividness of those of a later date and their narrowness allows little scope. Proceeding in a clockwise direction from the north west door, the first "Jesus walking on the water" was given by his parents in memory of Ralph Reginald Smyth Jones 1885-1912, who died in Bombay. Following this a War Memorial 1914-1918 given by the Girls' Guild of S. Cecilia, depicting its patron saint. The third "The Risen Christ" is in memory of Noel Montague Charles Dudley aged 19, killed on the Somme in 1916. The fourth window is plain. The fifth "The Parable of the Lost Sheep" is in remembrance of Florence Mabel the four-year-old daughter of Mrs. Tripp, who lived in Oxhey Road.

The Sunday School window "Jesus calming the sea" was the cause of much controversy because of the difficulty of raising the money to defray its cost; and was dedicated in 1898. In the apse the two windows on the north and south sides depicting St. Mark and St. Luke were given by his wife, children and grandchildren in memory of Robert Savill, who lived in a house where Bushey Station now stands. He was the first Churchwarden and one of the original staff of the North Western Railway Company. William Arthur Tooke is commemorated by the inner windows of St. Matthew and St. John, and the central one of "Christ the Good shepherd" was given by the architect W. Syme. This window has now been discovered to be slightly asymmetrical. In the parish magazine of March 1889, with the mention of the dedication of the Savill memorial, there is reference to the need to make the central window more prominent. In the Lady Chapel over the altar is the tribute to the Rev'd Newton Price "The Crucifixion", while to the south is the most beautiful of St. Matthew's possessions, the colourful representation of "The Nativity" by Karl Parsons, given by the family in memory of their father and mother. In the May 1916 issue of the Parish Magazine the artist interprets the symbolism and explains his intentions. It is much to be regretted that the congregation cannot see more of this "joy for ever". If only the main aisle window spaces had not been made so small!

Proceeding westward down the south aisle the visitor comes to two windows "The Parable of the Sower" and "The Parable of the Hidden Treasure" in remembrance of Canon Townshend and his sister who did much to help the church in its early days. The fourth glass is "The Parable of the Dragnet" in memory of Elizabeth Harrison and her son George and the sixth, "The Parable of the Talents", commemorates W. Hounsfield of Oxhey Hall, the grandfather of Miss Paget, who for many years worshipped here. David Carnegie's children gave the last two windows on the south side "The Baptism of Jesus" and "Jesus blessing the children". Catherine Savill, who died in 1898, is remembered by the only coloured window in the west wall "Moses before the Burning Bush".

Of the wall memorials, there is a brass in the north aisle to Alice Slocombe of Oxhey Warren, who died in 1910. In the Lady Chapel Newton Price and Karl Parsons are commemorated with stone plaques. In the south aisle R.A.J. Warneford, V.C., Chevalier Legion d'Honneur,after whom Warneford Place is named, who died ten days after bringing down the first ZeppeJin, is remembered with a copper plaque on wood. There is a brass to Vera Smith, who died aged 28, a Sunday School teacher, placed there by the Watford Belgian Refugees' Committee for whom she did much, and a marble and mosaic tribute to Walter Stephen Quilter, Sidesman and Sunday School teacher.

Under the west window on either side of the dedication brass are two plaques commemorating young soldiers killed in 1916, John Richard Gutteridge Smith of Wiggenhall and Eric Lillywhite Lailey. Outside in the porch is a marble tablet to John MacDonald and Frank Martin, bell-ringers killed in the First World War.

CHAPTER III


VICARS OF OXHEY - ST. MATTHEW
Newton Price



1880 - 1907 

John Wilfred Lewis


1908 - 1917 

Herbert Allen



1918 - 1927 

Richard Edward Parsons

1927 - 1936 

Charles Winford Alington

1936 - 1941 

Julian Victor Langmead Casserley
1941 - 1944 

Robert James Pearce


1944 - 1947 

Bernard Bruce Edmonds

1948 - 1961 

William Robinson Peverley

1962 - 1976 

Peter Malcolm Palmer


1976 –

Of the ten vicars in the first hundred years of St. Matthew's existence, the most dominating personality seems to have been that of the first incumbent. He started the magazine in 1882, making it the oldest in the Deanery. He held strong views theologically, politically and educationally. In politics he was a Liberal Unionist. He would have been horrified at the ecumenical views held today. In December 1895 and again in October 1897, in the Parish Magazine, he attacked the Roman Catholic Church. He seems, from remarks made in articles written by him, to be almost equally at variance with the Nonconformists. He earnestly wished for a parish hall, firmly believing that it was wrong to use the church for anything other than worship and was not at one with his parishioners over priorities. In November 1896 there was a demand for pews, but he felt that the estimated cost, £360, would be better devoted either to a west window replacement (not yet realized) or a new chancel screen (given later). In 1898, with permission, he had the altar rails and communion table removed from Oxhey Chapel and set up in what is now the Lady Chapel, which had up to then been the vestry, a new vestry having been built at the west end of the building in 1891. The altar table, of which the legs and stretcher are the only original parts, is still used, but the Jacobean railings have recently been returned to the place for which they were made.

It was however, in the realm of education that he perhaps had the most lasting influence. He was the vice-chairman of the Bushey School Board and manager of several schools. In the year 1887 he gave evidence before the Royal Commission on Education, the Chairman being the Viscount Cross, who, as Richard Cross, had been responsible for one of the earlier Education Acts
: In the year 1873, when Chaplain of Oxhey Chapel, Newton Price had introduced into the Watford Heath School, one of the first places to do so, the teaching of cookery to girls. The buildings still exist, Nos. 3 and 4 were the main school, and No. 5 behind, the place where cookery was taught. They have been transformed into charming cottages, No. 3 retaining the original porch and cupboard. He insisted that cooking must be done on a kitchen range to ensure that the pupils learnt in conditions as much like home as possible. There were six to a teacher. More could not be included as there was only one fire. He met opposition from other members of the Board, who feared an increase in rates, when he wished more time to be given to cookery. Some of the pupil teachers re sent to the South Kensington School of Cookery at the end of their course. Because of the youth of the children, he opposed the teaching of nutritional values and was a firm believer in practice, not in demonstration. The teacher's salary varied; an assistant, 13 or 14 years old, received half a crown a week.

Newton Price was responsible for persuading the nearby grocers to stock haricot beans and macaroni, hitherto unknown in the neighbourhood. He was the Chairman of the Hertfordshire Needlework and Cookery Association and despite the impression he gives elsewhere that he was far from a feminist, he maintained that "lady inspectors" should be appointed for these subjects. Later he arranged for school dinners to be served at a penny each. He died in 1907 and by fourteen years out-lived the other members of the building committee. 


The Rev'd. J. Wilfred Lewis was appointed the following year. He and his young wife were very popular and seem to have worked actively in the parish. During his incumbency the Great War broke out and this meant an influx of people into the neighbourhood to escape the London raids. 


Unfortunately, no copies seem to remain of the Parish Magazines for later years - or they are less informative. The Rev'd. Richard Parsons was responsible for enlarging the Vicarage and was most enthusiastic in the cause of adult religious education and was the promoter of lectures connected with the church. Whilst he was Vicar large scale building development took place in the parish and to make provision for these new residents he launched the Forward Movement Fund. This fund was to provide a church and hall (dedicated to St. Francis) on the new Oxhey Hall Estate, a hall and nursery school on site in Eastbury Road and to finance a scheme for the beautifying of the parish church under the direction of Sir Charles Nicholson, the vork being carried out in 1939 during the incumbency of the Rev'd. Charles Alington. The Chancel and Sanctuary walls were whitened and the roof coloured. The original altar and reredos were moved to the north aisle and replaced with a stone altar in the English style. The two then existing chandeliers were replaced with modern flood lighting. 


In 1936 the Rev'd Charles Alington became Vicar and it was during his incumbency that development took place at Carpenders Park. 


The next two vicars had to face the disruption of the war years. Then there was a more settled period of thirteen years, when the Rev'd: Bernard Edmonds, a Cambridge geographer, who was a specialist in church organs, was in charge. The new London County Council estate of South Oxhey expanded during his time as vicar. A new church dedicated to All Saints was built to serve this estate and with the Carpenders Park development became a separate parish in 1960. 


The Rev'd William Peverley would not come until the Victorian Vicarage had been modernised and had been separated into two homes. During his incumbency of fourteen years the old hall in Pinner Road was sold and bought by the Round Table organisation for the mentally handicapped in the area and the new hall was built on land behind the church. The parish embarked on its first Christian Stewardship campaign in 1963 and restoration work was carried out on the parish church. By 1970 it had become clear that St. Francis' Church was no longer viable as a separate unit and after protracted deliberations the church was closed and the site sold.

With the coming of the Rev'd. Peter Palmer a scheme was drawn up to reorder the chancel and sanctuary, remove the choir screen to the west end of the church, and rebuild the organ. These changes have resulted in a lighter interior and created a feeling of spaciousness and the building enters its second century reflecting modern liturgical thought and practice and makes the use of the building more flexible.


CHAPTER IV


THE PARISH MAGAZINE

Reference has been made to the Parish Magazine which is a veritable source of information, perhaps not so much ecclesiastically as 'topographically and socially. From it, the reader learns that from the first there were complaints about the church building and that repairs had to be done after a short time. In May 1888 there were grumbles about the draughts and eventually it was found necessary to erect extra doors to exclude the wind across the main entrance, which faces north west. In March 1891 there is a reference to a mistake made in the building of the chancel ceiling. By the next year, the water motor for the organ was worn out. Repairs costing £69. 1 Ss. were put in hand at the turn of the century, at the same time that Welsbach's burners costing £9 were substituted for gas burners in the nave. The church boiler collapsed after twenty years' use. There is recorded that on Sunda February 20th, 1910 the tail feathers were blown off the weathercock during a terrific storm. By 1913 the organ had to be replaced.

One seems to be living in a different world - who would dare now to publish an article telling mourners how to conduct themselves and what to wear at funerals? Where one wonders were the Recreation Society's Rooms at Bushey Arches? In the first magazine is a recipe for Watford Heath Crumble Pudding in which the price of the ingredients gives an idea of the cost of living - milk was 2d. (1 new p.) a pint, and a quarter of a pound of treacle ld. Soup at ld. a quart was sold at No. 66 Villiers Road by Mrs. Beaumont, just opposite Miss Hunter's Private School at No. 59.

In July 1895, the Vicar protested about children being given more than one Christian name. There is also a comment that Field is the most common surname in the parish. Apparently it was about this time that there was a quarrel between the Vicar and the Editor of the "Watford Observer".

The bounds were beaten on Ascension Day 1908, with unfortunate results to the clothing of the Rev'd. Wilfred Lewis. Owing to a miscalculation of the time it would take, he was almost late for the evening service but was rescued from his predicament by a farmer who came along with a pony and trap.

The need for a church hall had been emphasized from time to time, the Rev'd. Newton Price asserting that it was impossible to hold meetings, and indeed the new `Board' School at Aldenham Corner had to be hired for the use of the Sunday School from 1885 onward. One of the people who felt badly about this was a Churchwarden of St. James, Bushey, C.E. Keyser who lived at Merry Hill House and was a Guardian of the Poor. He maintained that in apportioning land for the new parish of Oxhey, those responsible had, unwittingly, relieved Bushey of the poorer part of hers, the district least able to raise the money needed. Therefore in November 1893, he bought an old stable, that had once been a non-conformist chapel, in Lower Paddock Road, and transformed it into a Parish Room. Despite his good intentions, this never seems to have been very popular and in 1909 a site in Pinner Road was bought for a hall which was given in the next year by Mr. Walter Blackwell in memory of his father.

From the first, according to comments in the magazine, the church was in financial difficulties despite the generosity of the surrounding well-to-do. It is recorded that the offertories for 1885 amounted to £17. lls. 61/2d. In 1886 there was £100 deficit. The first sale of work, nine years later, raised £39. 3s. Od., a more successful venture judging from the monetary result than the exhibition of pictures in 1901 to which Miss Kemp Welch, among others, contributed and which yielded a profit of £25. 16s. 81/2d. The church was faced with further expense in 1909 when it was decided that electric light must be installed. From time to time the Rev'd. Newton Price referred to "this poor parish" and to himself as a "poor parson". There were constant appeals to parishioners to help pay off some debt, and the names of those giving, with the amount of their contribution, were published in the magazines.

Unfortunately, many of the editions of the magazine are missing, among the earlier ones those for 1880, 1881 and 1883. There is no surviving copy for 1902 nor any from 1905 to 1907. The 1911 number has disappeared. From those that remain can be traced the change in fashion of names given at baptism, the number and times of services, the many societies that were run, often to promote wider knowledge, and the charities, which record a shilling given to purchase coal and linen lent to expectant mothers.

It seems that the most flourishing section of the church was the Sunday School. In 1888 there were two hundred and seventeen attending. The Summer Outing was an outstanding event. Infants were amused in the Vicarage garden. After a service the older children were driven off in farm carts kindly lent for the occasion by nearby landowners, to fields and grounds where they were fed, played games and competed in sports, returning in the evening. Then gradually "the old order changeth, yielding place to new", trains were used. No longer did the horses jog down country lanes to deposit their vehicles' passengers at meadows a few miles from home. Now excursion tickets were bought, parents made up the numbers, the junior theologians went off to pastures new, eventually even as far as the seaside. Generous help was given financially to assist with these outings. Prizes were awarded for regular attendance on Sundays; in a few cases for knowledge. In looking through these lists it is possible to find the names of some of the older members of the present community and certainly those of octogenarians who have within recent years departed this life and who as delighted and perhaps self-righteous little girls and boys went up to receive their awards. Many were the devoted men and women who gave up their time on Sundays to this work.

October 1888 saw the first advertisements appearing in the magazine. This was to help pay expenses. It was sold for 1d. and as well as parish news contained a publication edited by clergymen, containing information and engravings of leading divines, cooking recipes, puzzles, geographical articles and perhaps, best of all, a serial (in a later one a serial by Rider Haggard) which is now almost a documentary on contemporary life. Maids bustle around in frilly caps and aprons; long-skirted and tight-waisted ladies perform their deeds of kindness; goodies succeed and badies repent. Wages were low. This atmosphere is apparent in the clubs run by the church, when in the days before there were pensions and health insurance parishioners were urged to save for the future and to ensure that families could call upon the services of the district nurse.

From the magazines, we know that there was a bookseller, a Mr. Wand, in Capel Road but whereabouts cannot be ascertained as there were no street directories before 1890. The date of their first publication and the printing of the parish news is proof of the effect of the 1870 Education Act; for by now most of the younger members of the population could read. The directories, besides containing informative advertisements, reveal that Mr. & Mrs. Blathwayt, who gave an altar cloth first used at Easter 1887 and from time to time monetary help, lived at Frogmore House, 269 High Street, Watford.

The Savills, who did so much for the church, lived at Cliff Villa in a house approximately where the northbound electric line now runs. The photograph of the church on the magazine cover for 1893 was taken from their garden. The sketch on the cover before that was an imaginary picture of what the church would look like when finished!

Reynold Vale's shop is advertised as being in Chalk Hill and Villiers Road, but the latter is not in the Directory.

There were vandals in those days. It is recorded that on the night of October 11-12, 1886 the church key was taken from the Vicarage and an alms box was smashed. This happened again in 1904 and again in the Rev'd. Bernard Edmonds' time.


CHAPTER V


AROUND THE DISTRICT
For those who are willing to look for them, there are many interesting relics of the past in or connected with Oxhey
 each reflecting in its own way some aspect of man's activities in the area".

At the entrance to New Street, Watford Market Place, there are two London Coal Duties posts, of cast iron, bearing the City of London Shield, one bearing the inscription 24 Vict. This, now a bollard, once stood at the south-west corner of Capel Road. The other, with the information Act: 24 & 25 Vict Cap 42, was removed from the roadside on the north-west corner of Bushey Arches. These posts can be found particularly in the Rickmansworth area, on farms and down lanes, indicating the point at which coal being taken into London was subject to taxation. Still existing just within the Oxhey area in the Lower High Street on the east side, built into a wall, is an iron post on which is clearly decipherable "Sparrows Herne Trust", indicating that this was a turnpike road, the users of which had to pay for the privilege. The turnpike cottage remained till 1872. It is rumoured that there were those who tried to escape this payment by turning up what is now Eastbury Road (then Hamper Mill Lane) and entering Watford round the country lane, now Wiggenhall Road. In 1811, Henry Gates of Watford was punished because he drove a cart and horse over Wiggenhall Bridge to avoid the toll. An extra horse was kept to assist in pulling heavy loads up the steep Chalk Hill. The toll was assessed on the width of wheel - a wheel measurer can be seen in some museums - a stupid idea because a narrow wheel does more damage to the surface of a road than a wide one.

There is an iron boundary post of 1879, indicating where Oxhey ends, outside the front garden of No. 61 Aldenham Road and another half buried in the front wall of the garage forecourt at the corner of Vale Road and London Road. Of the other two, the one in Attenborough's Meadow by the bridge was standing in 1976 but had disappeared by 1978, after works in the vicinity, the two local authorities disclaiming responsibility for the removal of a field monument whose value historically would have increased with time.. There is recorded that there was another at the point where the footpath joins Merry Hill Road but that has long been missing. The parish boundary follows the footpath to the allotments down what is now Wilcot Avenue which, in 1879, was fields to Bucks "Lane", now Bucks Avenue.

To be noted in the district, is the statue of Queen Victoria over a shop at 37 Pinner Road, at the corner of Grover Road, of which there is only one other in Hertfordshire. In the same road, let into the side wall of the launderette is a Victorian Post Box thought to date from 1881.

Upper Paddock Road provides several noteworthy objects. Between Nos. 15 and 17 is an insurance sign fixed in the front wall. There are plaques, designed by William Gough, of scrolls and foliage, marking in 1889 Gordon Place and in 1891 Clarendon, Essex, Russell, Wolseley and Nelson Places, plaques that may well become collectors' items if they are preserved. Grover Road also possesses two dated plaques set in squares of red bricks.

In Villiers Road, Bond's the Chemists, bears a scroll Dulcet Villa 1882. At Nos. 27, 29 and 33 there are iron shoe scrapers inserted into the brick of the front garden wall, which lead to the deduction that the road must have been in a bad state of repair and that the occupiers did not wish to have the mud brought up their garden path, because it is more usual to find such objects closer to a front door. No. 16, built in 1861, has interesting ornamentation.

Watford Heath was a separate entity, comprising a large population around the green, which it is reported was once known as Goose Green, with two ponds. It was common land. A National School had stood at the corner of Pinner Road. Oxhey Avenue did not exist. The children from this part of the district went over the railway bridge, to follow the footpath beginning at the lodge or shooting box, which still exists, to join the road (Green Lane) coming from the Oxhey Estate till it reached the main road to Northwood. They then went down the very steep footpath by the side of what is now the park, then private property, to the road that led over the little wooden bridge to Watford Fields School. The Watford Heath School was amalgamated with the new school at Aldenham Road. In March 1891 there is a reference to the naming of roads because it was realized that with the creation of a new district there might be a possibility that two roads might have the same name, causing postal confusion. As it happened there was only one instance of this - Aldenham Road. The Oxhey Aldenham Road retained its original name, the Watford one changed to Radlett Road.

The Load of Hay
 is a two storied public house built about 1800 with a Welsh slate roof. No. 32 is an eighteenth century construction with light timber framing upstairs - next door to a slightly later building.

The Royal Oak is reputed to have been built in 1660 and to have been occupied as a cottage by Quakers. There is also recorded that in 1 819 one John Banham built a beer house on a piece of spare land and that in 1888 Daniel Ford was the landlord of this "beer house" which bore the name Royal Oak.

Most of the original cottages, now demolished, were held by copyhold - an ancient form of land tenure, now abolished, which was equivalent to long lease holding, the copyhold passing to the heir on condition that the dues were paid to the overlord. The importance of being a copyholder lay in the fact that the person concerned had, if male, a right to vote for a knight of the shire in a Parliamentary election, before the reform of Parliament in the nineteenth century. The wooden carvings on the houses at the corner of Watford Heath and Sherwoods Road came from Cassiobury House.

One of the best documented parts of the area is Oxhey Lane. There must have been dwellings along there at least from the late Tudor period judging from a record written in Latin in 1607. This refers to "one close of pasture and woodground" called Easthall surrendered to the Lord of the Manor by William Warrein and Henry Edlin having been held by Edward Edlin who died in 1605. This surrender took place at the Court Baron of Robert Cross, Knight and Dame Dorothy. This holding was to be used by Audrey Havergill for life (she was the daughter of the departed) and on her death to be passed to her son John. The inheritance fee was £4. W. Leonard was the steward and the deed was endorsed "at Wattford".

The next reference to be found is in English. May 25th, 1637 at the Court Baron of George Brokesby. It is stated that Samuel Edlin and John Ducke had received surrender of land from Joseph Downer of Easthall adjoining "a certain lane there called Oxhey Lane, lying between the land of William Edlyn and that of Daniel Osborne". Henry Streete was to pay a yearly rent of six shillings. His inheritance fee was 66 shillings and 8 pence. John Maior was Steward.

Twenty years later at the Court Baron of William Stitcho, gentleman, John Streete of Pinner Green did surrender by the hands of Nathaniell Weedon and William Edlin "5 acres bee they more or lesse lying and being in the parish of Watford neare unto a lane called Oxey Lane, East ffeilds for the use of Danyell Osborne". The heriot (inheritance fee) was £6. 13s. 4d.; the Steward Thomas Massingale.

In 1685, at the Court Baron of Dame Sarah Bucknall, Daniel Osborne surrendered by the hand of Obadiah Ewer and John Weedon, land known as East Hall or Arstowes "or by whatsoever name the same is calied lying and being next Oxhey Lane abutting on the lands of Obadiah Ewer to the north east and lands of William Edlyn to the west" for the use of John Osborn. The yearly rent was 6 shillings and 8 pence; the inheritance fee 40 shillings.
 Joshua Lomax was the Steward.

Another later reference
 to the district occurs in a copyhold relating to land containing "one cottage with the appurtenances, near Watford Heath". This had been in the occupation of John Wingfield till he died in 1776. No heir claimed the inheritance till 1797 where John Wingfield, labourer of Watford assisted by Jeremiah Friend his attorney came forward and "humbly desired to be admitted tenant of the above mentioned cottage and premises with the appurtenances". This was granted at the special Court Baron of the Honourable William Bucknall, Lord of the Manor before J.W. Cowper Steward. The yearly rent was fourpence and the inheritance duty £3. 13s. 6d.

The Court Baron was an assembly of freehold tenants of the manor, presided over by either the Lord of the Manor or his Steward. It usually dealt with land. It is first mentioned in 1292 and was still used in 1875.

Further afield in the parish, one of the oldest buildings is Hamper Mill, recorded in Domesday. In 1300 it is referred to as Hanpole Mulle or Hanpole Mill, hana being Old English for cock. In 1356, there is a record of it being called Hamper Myll but at the Dissolution it had fallen into the hands of a man called Zowche and was called Souches Mill. In 1750 it was still being used for grain but twenty six years later it became a paper mill under one, Lepard. It was rebuilt in 1793 and last used in 1908. Oxhey Hall (N.G.R. T.Q. 104944) with its noted panelling is built on a moated mediaeval site. Silk Mill Road reminds the passerby that there was a silk mill operating as "Rookery Mill" by 1771 and continued doing so for a hundred and ten years, using water from the River Colne.

The path by the side of the Colne in Oxhey Park is the line of a mediaeval footpath probably used before Domesday. Close by was the old Wheatsheaf, demolished in 1930, noted for its theatre, constructed of wood, in which Henry Irving and Wilson Barrett performed when young. Wilson Barrett, actor and novelist, became in his wealthier days lessee of the Court and Princess's Theatre in London, wrote the Sign of the Cross and dramatised Ben Hur.

In the old maps of the district there are several records of Brick Fields and some of the houses in the area are built of these specially fired bricks, notably 55 Kingsfield Road. The one in Little Oxhey Lane was in use at the beginning of this century. Another was where the Green is in Lower Paddock Road.

'The original Vicarage for St. Matthew's was the present-day doctors' house on Chalk Hill,
 an early nineteenth century structure, according to information given by the former vicar the Rev'd. Bernard Edmonds. There is some speculation about the origin of the statuettes and other stones in the flint wall. It is thought that the flints came from cottages pulled down when the gradient of the road was altered. As for the "bodies", some say that an Edgeware stonemason built them in at the beginning of the nineteenth century, others that the rounded stones may have come from the tops of gravestones in Bushey Churchyard as they correspond in time. Probably it will never be known. The large Vicarage behind the church was demolished in 1979 and the site redeveloped to include a new Vicarage to meet modern needs.

CHAPTER VI


PAST RESIDENTS OF NOTE

"And, departing, leave behind us

Footprints on the sands of Time. "
Foremost among the residents of Oxhey who were known to a much wider public was Mary Bromet, born Mary Pownall, at Bedford Leigh, Lancashire. After education at Newark, she studied sculpture at Frankfurt on Main, in Paris and in Rome.

Her work was exhibited both at home and abroad. In 1902, she married Alfred Bromet, who as a boy at Harrow had shared a study with Stanley Baldwin. They settled in. the home they loved, Lime Lodge, Heath Road where now little modern houses are built on the land once occupied by the gracious two-storey white residence with its spacious studio, and Lime Close takes the place of the beautiful garden, so generously lent for charitable occasions and for Conservative gatherings which ended with "Just a song at twilight". It was a great grief to Mrs. Bromet when Oxhey Avenue was built, curtailing her view over to Oxhey Woods.

Her sculpture, "The Harpy", was exhibited in the year of her marriage, in Rome, the next year at the Royal Academy and in 1908 at the White City Franco-British Exhibition. Queen Mary, when Princess of Wales bought "The Intruder" - Cupid, posing as a mortal, being frightened by a frog. This was placed in the dining room at Marlborough House.

In 1910, Mrs. Bromet, a pupil of Rodin, was President of the Society of Women Artists. Later in her career, the Royal Academy showed "When Granny was a Bride", 1924, "Grandpa Field", 1932, and, in 1927, the head of one who was known to local inhabitants, Mrs. Allen, the bellringer at Oxhey Chapel.

Probably in the neighbourhood, her fame was not realized, but all those who pass the Town Hall in Watford will have seen the group opposite the Central Library, portraying the results of war designed as a memorial and originally placed outside the Peace Memorial Hospital, from where it has recently had to be moved because of road widening.

She died in 1937, a loss to the community. For a time, living at Lime Lodge, was Mrs. Bromet's secretary Mrs. Wix and her daughter Beatrice who delighted in the beauty of the garden. Introduced by Mrs. Penrose, the gentle wife of the artist James Doyle Penrose, who had settled at Oxhey Grange after the Eleys, the widowed mother was glad to relieve the sculptor of the burden of correspondence relating to commissions and of using the telephone, which Mrs. Bromet could not bear. Beatrice Wix posed for many of Doyle Penrose's paintings. She described him as "a Greek god of a man", his works as belonging to the Romantic School. She also modelled for Rowland Wheelwright's "Captive Maid of Orleans" and Waterhouse's "Psyche's Garden".

Mention has already been made of the Parsons family commemorated in Oxhey Church by the Nativity window designed by Karl Parsons; who died in middle age. His sisters lived at 63 Kingsfield Road, where Miss Beatrice had her studio. She was an outstanding flower painter, whose pictures found favour with Queen Mary, who chose them for her Christmas cards. Miss Rosa was a mathematician, an alumna of Oxford, one of the first women students at St. Hugh's. She was also a skilled embroidress, as some of her exquisite work still in use in the neighbourhood testifies. Miss Lilian, who had taught in London, outlived her sisters and there must be many who remember her, well over ninety, attending St. Matthew's services, a tiny little figure, joining in worship with such pleasure and briskly walking up the road afterwards.

CHAPTER VII

THE RAILWAY

Mention has been made several times to the railway. In fact, it was the coming of the railway that caused the district to develop. Stephen- son, constructing his great line from Euston to Birmingham, had to choose his route bearing in mind the topography and geology of the land through which he wished it to pass and, what was probably for him more difficult, the objections of the land owners. The heights of Stanmore and Bushey had to be avoided. Therefore the line had to follow the lower level from the Harrow area. Originally he had wished to make the junction further north at Tring, where the gap in the Chilterns would have allowed easy access to Aylesbury and, skirting the high ground, eastward to Bedfordshire. However, land was not available so he settled on Watford. He wished, having reached Oxhey (then known as Bushey), to branch westward to avoid the necessity of tunnelling to the north of the little town, which could have saved considerable expense, effort and lives. Again he met opposition from landowners and was forced to plan his railway on present lines. Having reached this conclusion, he originally intended to tunnel from north of Carpenders Park (not then scheduled as a station) to just south of Bushey Station but it was discovered that the soil was unsuitable for excavating. Therefore he decided to make a cutting through, which would be much cheaper. Looking at this decision now, the railway enthusiast may speculate how valuable the land removed would be, how many houses could have been built in the hundred and forty years, over the tunnel, and how the traffic problem of today would have been eased. As it was 372 cubic yards of soil were removed and were used to make the outer surface of the embankment constructed towards Watford.

Because cuttings were made for the construction of the line, bridges had to be built by which carts and foot passengers could cross from one part of the district to the other, notably Oxhey Road Bridge. Oxhey Road did not exist at the time - it was all Oxhey Lane. A detailed description
 of the structure has been left to posterity by Thomas Roscoe and Peter Lecount, a civil engineer, who had from the beginning been concerned with the railway.

The bridge, "which conveys Oxhey Lane over the Railway is formed of three fine segmental arches, the centre one springing from two very lofty piers at an elevation of twenty five feet and the two side arches abutting upon the slopes of the excavation". (This was before the electric line was constructed), "the parapets are about thirty five feet above the level of the Railway. The brickwork is of very superior design".

The stonefaced brick viaduct, Bushey Arches, over Chalk Hill is twenty five feet high consisting of five arches with a span of forty three feet each. The centre arch is oblique, since by Act of Parliament the course of a road, over which the railway might pass, could not be altered. The length of the viaduct is three hundred and seventy feet and the cost £9,700. During the Second World War several attempts were made to bring it down by bombing, thus cutting the line to Scotland, but all were unsuccessful. In 1837 the London North Western Railway had only two tracks, but steel additions were made in 1859, 1875 and recently.

According to the Railway Times, Bushey Station was opened on December 4th, 1841. There were three trains a day to London, at 8.21 a.m., 9.36 a.m. and 12.07 p.m. The times of the two returning trains were 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. People employed by the L.N.W.R. had to be housed not too far from access to their work and this caused the development of the roads to the east of the railway line. In 1873 the passage under the line was lengthened to allow access from the west side. According to an old map, which may not be accurate, this passageway joined a footpath which crossed what was, until a few years ago, a coal yard into Pinner Road. In 1878 goods were accepted at the station. In 1913 the electric line, which necessitated the widening of the track and additions to the station, was opened. In the 1920's the station was the busiest between London and Watford, and on several occasions won the prize for the prettiest and tidiest. The weathervane on Bushey Station clock is of special merit, a steam engine, an unusual but appropriate subject.

There exist photographs dated May 23rd 1911 and June l9th, 1911 which show the construction of the electric line viaduct and Eastbury Road. Where is now the entrance to the Park are advertisements, one clearly bringing to notice Morse's clocks and watches.

Another photograph, dated July 7th, 1911, depicts the Royal train from Euston to Holyhead passing through the area, and includes the house, once owned by the Savills close to the line, destroyed to make room for the alterations. On March 27th, 1912, a view was taken up Eastbury Road to record the entrance to the station, the church and the viaduct for the new electric railway.


CHAPTER VIII


WHAT OF THE FUTURE?

In the far past, one thousand one hundred and ninety years ago, the land came into the possession of St. Albans Abbey. Seven hundred and forty years later, the crown was selling it for gain. In 1980 - after one hundred years of local government; one hundred years of parish life with its vicissitudes and successes; a vast increase in population; 14 Chalk Hill saved from demolition; the building and phasing out of the Church of St. Francis; the creation of the new parish of All Saints to embrace the L.C.C. estate at South Oxhey, and the inception of a thriving environment group, O.V.E.G., - a friendly go-ahead group of people faces the future.

What is the future? The foundations are laid. The people in 1980 are the trustees to hand on what they have inherited from the past, looking back in grateful recognition of what was achieved by preceding generations and forward with hope and determination that Oxhey will be a better place because of the goodwill of those living in the Centenary Year. May those in a hundred years' time adapting the words of Emerson be able to say "They builded better than they knew".

***************************

Extract from the Watford Observer, Saturday, January 24th, 1863 Havelock Terrace, Chalk Hill, Watford 

Miss Clark continues to receive a limited number of Young Ladies as Daily Pupils. The vacation will close on Monday, January 26th.

***************************

Villiers Road, Bushey, Herts.


Mr. James Rodwell is instructed by the Proprietor to sell by Auction, at the Wheatsheaf Inn, Watford on Monday the 2nd February, 1863 at Seven o'clock in the evening a newly erected and well built freehold cottage, containing 2 sitting rooms, 2 bedrooms, washhouse, large garden and every convenience, let to a respectable tenant, producing £10. 8s. 6d. per annum ...

***************************





















































































� MS. Eng. hist. a. 2, no. PII


� Photostat copy of report in the Watford Central Library Reference Section.


� Field Monuments in S. W. Hertfordshire. Compiled by B.F. Rawlins.


�  Article by Stephen Castle on "Buildings of Architectural and historic interest in Watford."


�  These documents are in the reference section of Watford Central Library. 1979.


�  In private hands.


�  Hertfordshire Countryside. Vol: 19. No: 73. 1964 Sept:


�  The London & Birmingham Railway, c. 1840 Publisher, Charles Tilt; Fleet Street.





