St.MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST
Tune: Daily, daily sing the praises (8787D)

1 At the entry to the city at Capernäum of old

the inspector, tax collector, counted out his Roman gold.

Holy Matthew saw the glory of Christ Jesus and his fame,
Told the good news of His story: Lord help us to do the same.

2 Public servant of the conqu’rors, from his fellow Jews estranged, 

Matthew’s duty held no beauty, till that day his life was changed.

      Holy Matthew…

3 As he sat, receiving custom, came that man of  Galilee,

soft, demanding, firm, commanding “Matthew, rise and follow me”

      Holy Matthew…
4 Matthew answered, unresisting to that sweet compelling voice.

Marvelled greatly – sinner lately, yet the Master’s blessèd choice!
      Holy Matthew…
5 So Saint Matthew walked with Jesus, sharing meat and drink and prayer.

Saw His Passion: in his fashion shared his Master’s suff’ring there.

      Holy Matthew…
6 And for us who came thereafter, Matthew saw the tale was told,

so the story of Christ’s glory shall not fade, nor yet grow old.
      Holy Matthew…
7*
Lord, we thank you that Saint Matthew your true follower became.


And remember, each September, in this house that bears his name.

Holy Matthew saw the glory of Christ Jesus and his fame,

Told the good news of His story: Lord help us to do the same.

*Verse 7 is for use in churches dedicated to St. Matthew at the patronal festival, 21 September.

Note: this hymn responds to the fact that the church celebrates St Matthew as “Apostle and Evangelist”. Nowadays, however, it is generally held that the evangelist was a different person.
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