       HYMN FOR A DEDICATION FESTIVAL
       Tune: Woodlands
We give you thanks for all the years, O Lord, 

That faithful folk have worshipped in this place; 

And that this day your name is here adored, 

As still we call on your redeeming grace.


We give you thanks for those whose love and prayer


First formed the notion that this church should be;


And those who freely sought their wealth to share,


To build for Christ, in holy charity.


We give you thanks for architecture's skill,


For toiling labourer, for craftsmen's hands.


We sing your praise, that through them, by your will,


This house was built, and to your glory stands!


We give you thanks for all who worshipped here,


Who now, their life’s work done, are seen no more.


Lord, give us strength that we may persevere


To serve in faith as those who went before.


Lord, grant in mercy that the work begun


Within these walls, so many years ago,


May thrive and blossom, and yet wider run,


That through our witness shall your kingdom grow!
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