Parish of Oxhey St Matthew

Minutes of Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Held on 26th April 2009

Present: The Reverend David Shepherd (Chairman), Marilyn Gerry (Churchwarden), Richard Leese (Churchwarden) and 17 Parishioners.

1. Minutes: Chris Gear proposed and Sally Best seconded the motion that "The Minutes of the meeting held on 27th April 2008 be confirmed" with the ammendment by Chris Gear that the total ministery cost was £36,000. This was agreed unanimously and signed by the Chairman.

2. Electoral Roll: The Electoral Roll Officer submitted the new roll of 83 names. 4 new people applied, 2 had moved away and 1 had died.Confidentiality was discussed and the names and not the addresses had been listed at the back of the Church. Richard Leese proposed and Marilyn Gerry seconded the motion that "the Electoral Roll be accepted" .Carried unanimously. Thanks were expressed to Bob Best for his work as Electoral Roll Officer.

3. Chairman's observations : A copy is included.

4. Annual Report and Accounts: The Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended December 2008 were presented to the meeting by the Treasurer who drew attention to the following points:
·	Planned giving had decreased by £2,300 because some members of the scheme had moved away and some had died.
·	Income from Hall lettings had risen by £1,900.  
·	The years exceptional expenditure had been covered by the exceptional income.
·	The income from the investment fund is automatically reinvested. In spite of this the 
	value of the fund decreased by £52,000 because of the fall in the stock market. 
Phyllis Boskey proposed and Sally Best seconded the motion that  "The  Annual Report and Accounts be received". Carried unanimously. Thanks were expressed to Chris Gear for his work as Treasurer over the past year.

5. Watford Deanery Synod: The Deanery Synod had met 4 times during the year. Roger Tabor will be standing down. Meetings are advertised and their minutes are at the back of the Church.The meetings had discussed:
	Caring for the environment
	"Worship Changes Lives"
	N.H.S. Chaplaincy
	Major disasters in the area recently.
Topics in the future include:
	Changes to the Deanery boundaries
	The Diocesan Community Officer.
Irene Whiteman proposed and Marilyn Gerry seconded  the motion that "The Deanery Synod report be accepted." Carried unanimously. Thanks were expressed to the representatives.


6. Fabric, Goods and Ornaments:
Richard Leese reported that the fabric,goods and ornaments were in a sound serviceable condition, but work needed to be done in the ringing chamber; some tidyig up and professional treatment of the pigeon droppings. He thanked everyone for their support. Sally Best proposed and Phyllis Boskey seconded the motion that "The Fabric, Goods and Ornaments Report be accepted." Carried unanimously.

7. Election of Deanery Synod Representatives:
The current representaves continued. 

8. To Elect Parochial Church Councillors:
Ernie Rosson was now standing down after 66 years. He was thanked for these years of service, but Ernie said it was he who owed so much to the Church. In fact he is still contributing with his wide knowledge to the life of the Church. The following having  now been nominated and seconded were duly elected to serve for one year: Phyllis Boskey, Judith Carter, Chris Gear, Janet Gear, Penny Kay, Pip Leese, Pat Parks, John Powell, Colin Richards, Margaret Tabor, Roger Tabor, Fiona Tindall. The Churchwardens, the Diocesan Lay Minister and Diocesan and Deanery Synod representatives are ex-officio members of the PCC. The PCC has reserved the right to co-opt up to 2 members. 

9. Appointment of Sidesmen: 
The following indicated their willingness to stand and were appointed for one year: Bob Best, Judith Carter, John Gerry, Jill Greenstreet, Pip Leese, Gladys McDonald, Pat Parks, Bill Reed, Gwen Rowbottom, Wyn Sturgess and Margaret Tabor.

10. Appointmert of Independent Examiner:
Sally Best proposed and Richard Leese seconded the motion that "Leo Wright be appointed Independent Examiner for the year to December 2009." Carried unanimously. The treasurer was asked to pass on thanks to Mr Wright for his work during the year.

11. Reports from Church Organisations:
In addition to the reports contained in the Annual Report and Financial Accounts it was reported that:
·	3 new families had joined Young Matters.
·	All the Confirmation Candidates had come from Young Matters.


12. Matters of Interest:
·	Bob Best had stood down as Hall Chairman. We expressed our thanks to him for all his work and presented him with vouchers. Margaret Tabor and Sarah Montague, in their absence were thanked for their work on the Hall curtains. They will be presented with vouchers.
·	The problem with the drains was being sorted out by connecting the Hall drains to the Vicarage. It was possible that the insurance would cover a portion of this.
·	Veronica Baxter would be allowed to have an Art Exhibition  in the Church.

There being no other business the meeting closed with The Grace.  

  

