Hymn about John the Baptist (with young people in mind)
Tune: Stowey (11.11.11.11)
Saint John was a preacher in Israel of old,

a cousin of Mary, so we have been told.

He lived all alone in the fierce desert heat, 

with nothing but wild plants and honey to eat.

To Jordan’s great river he came to baptise

And preach to the people, to open their eyes:

“Repent of your sinfulness! God you must fear!

For soon will the day that the Lord comes be here!”

He said, “One much greater is coming to you,

and I am not worthy to untie His shoe.

I baptise with water in God’s holy name,

But He will baptise with the Spirit and flame!”

“The Lord, He is coming, so make His path straight!

Be ready to meet Him, for short is the wait:”

so spoke John the Baptist. We thank God today
that he went before Jesus to prepare His way.
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